
 
 
 

Table 2c: Proposed criteria for histopathological confirmation of Parkinson disease 

• Substantial nerve cell depletion with accompanying gliosis in the substantia 
nigra 

• At least 1 Lewy body in the substantia nigra or in the locus coeruleus (note: it 
may be necessary to examine up to 4 non-overlapping sections in each of 
these areas before concluding that Lewy bodies are absent) 

• No pathological evidence for other diseases that produce Parkinsonism (eg 
progressive supranuclear palsy, multiple system atrophy, cortical–basal 
ganglionic degeneration) (Note: in excluding other diseases that produce 
Parkinsonism, published consensus criteria should be used when available) 


